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sionerSj now, at last, able to work together, perceiving that the
Proposal two Parties were not likely to come to an agreement,
of a tmce. proposed that a long truce should be substituted
for a peace. The Provinces were to be acknowledged as an
independent State, and the trade with the Indies was to be
thrown open to them as long as the truce lasted. This arrange-
ment was accepted in principle; but even then it was difficult
to draw it up in terms which would be satisfactory to both the
contracting Powers. The States demanded that their absolute
independence should be acknowledged. The Spaniards
thought that enough was conceded if they consented to treat
with them as an independent State for the time being, so as
to have it in their power to reassert their claims upon the re-
sumption of hostilities.

Neither party would give way. On September 20, the
Spanish and Flemish Commissioners broke up the conferences
The con- an<^ returned to Brussels, giving it to be understood
a!4ebroken tkat if the States were willing to renew the negctia-
UP-              tions, no difficulty would be thrown in their way.

It was not without considerable labour that Jeannin suc-
ceeded in bringing the negotiators together again. At last,
1609. however, the conferences were resumed at Antwerp,
sTnedTat6 wn^rG, on March 30, 1609^ a truce was signed for
Antwerp. twelve years. The States contented themselves with
a general recognition of their independence. The King of
Spain, though he reserved a right to prohibit traffic with his
own territories in the Indies, yet declared that he would throw
no impediment in the way of the trade of the Dutch with any
of the native states beyond the limits of the Spanish posses-
sions. This was the greatest concession which had yet been
wrung from Spain.

The position of England, at the conclusion of the truce,
was no doubt inferior to that which she might have occupied
if James had at once entered upon a bolder policy. Still,
at the end of the negotiations, she was found in her right
place. She had joined with France in guaranteeing the States
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